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Talks HeldatState
On Perilous Jobs

Dclicate, deadly scrious
. negotiations - are taking
. place between top State De-
< partment officials and em-
*ployee representatives who -
- want State to promise, in fu-
-ture, to warn workers if
L they face actual or-potential
. “extraordinary dangec” such
*as the Soviets use of radia-
tion against .the U.S, Em-
_bassy in Moscow. .
. The Russians have been
-directing *low-lcvei” radia-
“tion azainst key diplomatic,
“military  and  communica-
-tions officies in the em-
“bassy, off-and-on, for at least
+16 vears. Few eimployces as-
sizaad to duty there knew
-anvthing about it until the
_story broke rvecently in
. newspapers.

> The internal diplomatic
“negotiations at Fougy Bot”
tom are aimed at getting a
federally funded, independ-
“ont study of what effects—-if
‘any-—the radiation has had
-or any cmployees assigned
:to Moscow. Some workers
wlio were there are now
" wondering if ailmeats, from
blood disordcrs to emotienal
problemis, might be related
‘1o prolonged exposure 10.¥a-
“diation. The answer is that .
Tnobody knows.
- Talks that began carlier
‘this year are continuing be-
1ween State ofticials and the
Committee on  Extraordi--
nary Dangers, appointed by
the Anerican Forein Serv-
ice Association. It is charged
with exaniining not cnly the
radiation problem, but also
situations involving other
dangers  (from  terrorist
threats to plans {o poison
embassy Wwater in “safe”
countries) which are above-
an¢-beyond the normal haz-
ards faced by U.S. overscas
aides. )

The discussions, which
may be winding up soon, are
in addition to talks between.
senior American  afficials
and the Soviet Embassy
heve, and with leaders in
Moscow. aimed at haling
the radiation. 1t is helieved
that the radiation (which re-
portedly was turned off by

P AB

the Sovieis wﬁen then Vice

- President Richard Nixon vis-

ited the embassy) is dirccted
ndt at personnel but rather
to listen to, or jam U.S. com-
municaticns and detection
equipmaent,

What the committee—
plagved by an internal dis-
pute within AFSA-—wants is
State Department Zuaran-
tees of the cpidemiological
study, and a future promise
that workers will be advised
of extraordinary dangers or
threats in fulure so they can
deciine assisnments, or at

least talke precautions. ’ 5/
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